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After he had left Cartagena he returned again to unload a trading
vessel which he took in Santo Domingo because it was leaking. He
was there fifteen days and burned five more of his large vessels
because they leaked badly.
The governor and Don Pedro Vique did not appear in Cartagena
while the English were there.
\Vhen he left Santo Domingo this corsair intended to go to Rio
de la Hacha but his pilots told him it was an open beach and there
was a heavy sea, and advised him not to do it.
After he left Cartagena he wanted to go to Jamaica to provide
himself with cazabe bread and meat, and he held a council on this
point and changed his mind.
All the time he was in Cartagena and after he sailed from there
he took no Spanish vessel except one bark at Tolu laden with maize.
He has with him a soldier called something-or-other Villagomez
who was degraded in this city, and one Nicolas de Mendiola,
native of Mexico, whom the Audiencia of Santo Domingo sentenced
to be quartered because he forged a royal provision; and an Indian
of this island, reared in this city and its jurisdiction, called Juan
Guillen. He was whipped here and condemned to the galleys of
Santo Domingo, whence he fled with the corsair.
The corsair intended to attack Havana and these three men
mentioned in the preceding paragraph told him they would bring
him safely into the city, but that the fortress would kill all his men
and the townspeople would take refuge in the fortress and that
everything was in good order and that the troops were good and
that Havana would be relieved from New Spain and from other parts
every eight days, and that he would be lost; and so the corsair said
that if he had 6000 men he would make the attempt and that he
was amazed that, knowing that he has been working for four years
to raise this expedition, His Majesty should not have have taken
greater precautions.
Don Antonio wished to come with this fleet and the queen of
England (to whom three of its ships belong) would not con (p. 3) sent
to it, but sent Francis Drake because he was well acquainted with
the Indies.
Don Antonio will come next year with a great fleet to these parts
and to New Spain.
He did not wish to bring very large ships because of the bars and
shallows on these coasts.
He feared that His Majesty would have sent an armada and army
against England; and if His Majesty took that realm, which he did